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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 144 is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 9-1 1 , 19-21 , 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McNary et al. (US 3918379). 

McNary et al. discloses a motion compensating apparatus for a floating platform on an 
ocean, wherein a riser extends from the ocean floor through the floating platform, the 
apparatus comprising: a frame member, a deck slidably (see Fig. 3) attached to said 
frame member, and wherein said riser extends through said deck; moving means, 
connected to said frame member and said deck, for moving said frame member relative 
to said deck. Locking means (see Fig. 2). 



3. Claims 1-4, 9-1 1 , 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hunsucker or Geijn or Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink or Petty et al. or Gleditsch 
(US 2995900, 3421581, 3681928, 4200054, 4362438, 4934870, 6343893) 
All the above mentioned references disclose a motion compensating apparatus for a 
floating platform on an ocean, wherein a riser extends from the ocean floor through the 
floating platform, the apparatus comprising: a frame member, a deck slidably attached 
to said frame member, and wherein said riser extends through said deck; moving 
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means, connected to said frame member and said deck, for moving said frame member 
relative to said deck. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5-8, 12-18, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McNary et al. '379 in view of Bromell et al. or Thory (US Re27261 
5846028). 

McNary et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, McNary et al. 
lacks the pressurizing means called for in claims 5-8,12-16. Bromell et al. and Thory 
both teach the pressurizing means called for in claims 5-8,12-16. It would have been 
considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify McNary et al. by 
substituting the pressurizing means as taught by either Bromell et al. or Thory for the 
pressurizing means disclosed by McNary et al. since' this a matter of design choice. 



6. Claims 5-8, 12-16, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hunsucker or Geijn or Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink or Petty et 
al. or Gleditsch in view of Bromell et al. or Thory (US Re27261 , 5846028). 
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Hunsucker, Geijn, Vincken et al., Elliston, Spink, Petty et al., Gleditsch all disclose the 
invention substantially as claimed. However, they all lack the pressurizing means called 
for in claims 5-8,12-16. Bromell et al. and Thory both teach the pressurizing means 
called for in claims 5-8,12-16. It would have been considered obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify either Hunsucker or Geijn or Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink 
or Petty et al. or Gleditsch by substituting the pressurizing means as taught by either 
Bromell et al. or Thory for the pressurizing means disclosed Hunsucker or Geijn or 
Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink or Petty et al. or Gleditsch since this a matter of 
design choice. 

7. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunsucker or Geijn or Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink or Petty et al. or Gleditsch in 
view of Bromell et al. or Thory as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of 
Denison et al. or Pollack (US 4557332, 5542783). 

All the above mentioned reference once modified disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. However, they lack the locking means called for in claims 17-18. Denison and 
Pollack both teach the locking means called for in claims 1 7-1 8. It would have been 
considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the all above 
mentioned reference once modified to include the locking means as taught by either 
Denison or Pollack since such an arrangement would avoid relative movement between 
the frame and deck structures. 
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8. Claims 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunsucker or Geijn or Vincken et al. or Elliston or Spink or Petty et al. or Gleditsch in 
view of Denison et al. or Pollack (US 4557332, 5542783). 

All the above mentioned references disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, they lack the locking means called for in claim 24. Denison and Pollack both 
teach the locking means called for in claim 24. It would have been considered obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify all above mentioned references to include the 
locking means as taught by either Denison or Pollack since such an arrangement would 
avoid relative movement between the frame and deck structures. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunil Singh whose telephone number is (703) 308-4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Shackelford can be reached on (703) 308-2978. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit 3673 
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